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USDA/FAS WASHDC 

UNCLAS LIMA 1873 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: EAGR, PE 

SUBJ: ANCHOVY SITUATION 

1. OFFICIAL RENEWAL COMMERCIAL ANCHOVY FISHING STILL NOT 
ANNOUNCED BUT IT NOW BELIEVED MINISTRY FISHERIES WILL 
INITIATE SEASON MARCH 10 WITH PROBABLY 400 BOATS ALONG 
ENTIRE COAST. 

2. MEANWHILE "EXPERIMENTAL" FISHING ON SIGNIFICANT SCALE 
HAS CONTINUED USING 150-200 BOATS WITH PROBABLY 300 BOATS 
FISHING MARCH 3. 

3. CATCH DURING JANUARY AND FEBRUARY TOTALLED 600,000 M.T. 
MOSTLY ANCHOVIES YIELDING 132,000 TONS OF MEAL AND 37,000 
OF OIL. 

4. SEA INSTITUTE SILENT ON RESULTS RESEARCH THUS FAR BUT 
INDICATES WATER TEMPERATURES AND CONDITIONS ALL NORMAL AND 
TEND TO DISCOUNT POSSIBILITY REOCCURRENCE NINO PHENOMENON 
LATER THIS YEAR. 
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